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STATEMENT OF DEFENDANT ON THE OFFENSE AND HIS ROLE

In descr1b1ng the offense to which I have pleaded
guilty, and the nature of my role in it, I am»hampered by the
fact that my present evaluation is totally antagonlstlc to the
understanding I had at the time. I feel unable to set forth
.What happened w1thout continu1ng on to discuss how my present
contrary appraisal developed. And the process of reappraisal
,has been so exten51ve and so agonizing that my present evalu-

ation is very firmly flxed,_whlch makes reequntlng my feelings

- at the time of the offense all the more difficult. I have been -

aided by a review of the files in the Executive 0ff1ce Building
on December 13 and 14, 1973..

This case invo ves the werk of the Spec1al investiga-
tion Unit established within the White'xouse.to deal with the
problem of unauthorized disclosure of classified information.

_ ﬁw role began on July 15-0r116; 1971, in San Clemente.
At that time, John Ehrlichman informed me tﬁat the President
wanted me to perform'en urgent assignment in response to the
unauthorized disclosure of the Pentagon Papers. _The entire:
:esoﬁrees of the executive branch were to be brought to bear
on this task, and 1 was to make certain thetrthe felevant
departments end,agencies treated tﬁe matter as one of hiéhest-
priority. :

Because Dr. Daniel Ellsberg had been identified as

responsible for the leak of the Pentagon Papers, he was to be



‘a vital part of the inquiry. Specifically, his motivations,
his poSSibIe'cOIiéSo;Etors, and his potential for further
disclosures were to be determined, to the greatest extent poss-

ible. In that connection, Mr. Ehrlichman instructed me that

the President hedﬂdireéted that I read his book, Six Crises,
and particularlyxthe chapter on Alger Hiss, in preperation
for this assignment. The message that I drew frdn“tnisichqpfer
was the President's concern that we proceed with respéct to
the'Pentagon Papers and-Dr. Elleerg;with e zeal oomparabie
to that he exercised as a Congressman in investigating Alger ;
Hiss. Mr. Ehrlichman instructed me that David Young of Dr.
‘Kissinger s staff would be worklng with me on this a351gnment'
-and that we - should form n small unit for the purpose. Mr.
Young was to devote full time to the un1t._ My part1c1pation
| was - to be part time, for I was to continue my ongoing respon-
sibllitles, partlcularly solidification of the V1etnam drug
program anc creation of a Cabinet Commlttee to flght inter-
national parcotics traffic. As it happened, these latter
a551gnments occupled most of my time in August. Finaily; Mr.
Ehrlichman *nstructed me that the activities of the unit were-
to bef1mpressed with the highest classification and kept secret
~even.with1n the White Bouse staff. To handle oﬁr assignment,
Mr. Young and I received some’ of the most sensitive security )
" clearances. - . »
Mr. Young and I arranged for spabe in the EXecutiﬁe»

OfficepBuilding, and elaborate special security systems were

































